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CLIFTON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING & PUBLIC HEARINGS 

TUESDAY, MAY 7, 7:30 PM 

COMMUNITY MEETING HALL 

12641 CHAPEL ROAD 

CLIFTON, VA 20124 

Present: Mayor Bill Hollaway; Vice Mayor Steve Effros; Councilmember Chase 

Hinderstein; Councilmember Regan McDonald; Councilmember Melissa Milne; 

Councilmember Darrell Poe. 

Staff: Amanda Christman, Town Clerk. 

Absent: Marilyn Barton, Town Treasurer 

The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Hollaway at 7:32 PM. 

Order of Business: 

1. Public Hearing on Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 2020.

Jennifer Heilmann, 12704 Chapel Road: asked about appropriating funds for maintaining 

planters in and around Ayre Square and other public areas within the Town that have heretofore 

been maintained by volunteers. The Council affirmed that an amount was allocated for that item. 

• With no more public comments being offered, Mayor Hollaway moved to close the

Public Hearing on the Proposed FY20 Budget, seconded by Councilmember Poe.

The motion was approved by poll, 6-0.

2. Public Hearing on Application for Special Use Permit for Clifton Café.

Steve Effros, Ford Lane: wanted to reiterate the final item on the Planning Commission’s 

report, namely, that the business must provide adequate access to empty the dumpsters. He noted 

that it has been a real problem with overflowing dumpsters and suggested removing one or two 

parking spaces in order to stripe off a no-parking zone and to consider marking off the actual 

squares where vehicles can park. Other options could include adding a warning sign about 

towing, as this type of parking enforcement has been shown to be successful over time. 

• With no more public comments being offered, Mayor Hollaway moved to close the

Public Hearing on the application for a Special Use Permit for Clifton Café,

seconded by Vice Mayor Effros. The motion was approved by poll, 6-0.

3. Report of the Town Clerk:

a. Approval of the Minutes (previous regular meetings and any special meetings).

• Mayor Hollaway moved to approve the April 2019 Minutes as revised with two

minor corrections, seconded by Councilmember Poe. The motion was approved by

poll, 6-0.



Adopted as presented by the Town Council on June 4, 2019 
 

2 | May 7, 2019, Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes & Public Hearing Minutes, Prepared by 
Amanda Christman, Town Clerk 

 
 

 

4. Report of the Treasurer. 

 The report was not submitted due to the Treasurer’s absence. 

• Mayor Hollaway moved to table the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Effros. The motion was approved by poll, 6-0. 

• Mayor Hollaway moved to approve payment of the invoice submitted by the Town 

Attorney for recent legal services rendered in the amount of $5,235, seconded by 

Councilmember Poe. The motion was approved by roll-call: Hinderstein: Aye; 

McDonald: Aye; Milne: Aye; Hollaway: Aye; Effros: Aye; Poe: Aye. 

 

5. Citizen’s Remarks. 

 Jennifer Heilmann: noticed that most of the lights have been removed from the tree in 

Ayre Square. But we have a trash problem – companies haven’t been collecting in town. It has 

been two weeks since American Trash Disposal has picked up her property’s trash. The Council 

replied that Town’s collector has missed a pick-up and is switching to a new pick-up day, but 

that the problem is due to a regional labor shortage in the industry. 

 Betsy Ellison, Water Street: reported that she also has a problem with trash and it’s 

unsightly. She warned that a rodent issue could arise if regular trash removal is not resumed in 

the near future. 

 Kathy Kalinowski, Ford Lane: wondered if Fairfax County could provide trash service. 

The Council replied that they did not think the County offers such service and then asked the 

Town Clerk to send a communication to the residents from the Council letting them know about 

the issue and to reach out to American Disposal Services to ask about collection and to find out if 

Marilyn Barton is the point of contact the account. 

 

6. Unfinished Business. 

None. 

 

7. Reports of Special Committees. 

None. 

 

8. Reports of Standing Committees: 

 a. Planning Commission. 

 See attached report. 

• Vice Mayor Effros moved to approve the recommendations of the Planning 

Commission to issue a Special Use Permit to the Clifton Café with the conditions 

and restrictions as set forth in the Planning Commission’s report dated April 30, 

2019, seconded by Councilmember Poe. The motion was approved by poll, 6-0. 

 b. Architectural Review Board. 

 No report. 

 c. Other Committees: 

  i. Special Projects Committee – Request for Additional Work Order. 

  See attached agreement. 

• Mayor Hollaway moved to approve a $2,500 expenditure for Main Street core 

drilling by J2 Engineers, Inc.’s sub-contractor, Mid-Atlantic Utility for the purpose 
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of providing a storm sewer diagram/elevation sheet as an addendum to the 100% 

design plan for Phase 2a of the Streetscape enhancement project, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Effros. The motion was approved by roll-call: Hinderstein: Aye; McDonald: 

Aye; Milne: Aye; Hollaway: Aye; Effros: Aye; Poe: Aye. 

• Mayor Hollaway moved to approve the addition of Richter & Associates as a sub-

contractor to J2 Engineers, Inc. with regard to dry utility consulting services not to 

exceed $49,000 and requested that the Special Projects Committee explore with J2E 

a possible reduction in the overhead cost associated with administering the sub-

contractor, seconded by Councilmember Poe. The motion was approved by roll-call: 

Hinderstein: Aye; McDonald: Aye; Milne: Aye; Hollaway: Aye; Effros: Aye; Poe: 

Aye. 

 

9. New Business. 

None. 

 

10. Executive Session – Enforcement Matters. 

 While in open meeting, the Zoning Administrator briefed the Council on the status of the 

dates of service and appeals application deadlines for two properties that have recently been 

served with Notices of Violations of the Zoning Ordinance. 

• Mayor Hollaway then moved that the Clifton Town Council recess its open meeting 

and convene a closed session as authorized by Code of Virginia Section 2.2-

3711(A)(7) to consult with the Town Zoning Administrator about enforcement 

alternatives, including but not limited to, court action for the removal of the 

structure at 12722 Chestnut Street, seconded by Councilmember Poe. The motion 

was approved by poll, 6-0. 

• Mayor Hollaway moved that the Clifton Town Council adjourn its closed session 

and reconvene its open meeting and certify that while in closed session, only the 

matter that was set forth in the motion convening the closed session was discussed, 

seconded by Councilmember Poe. The motion was approved by poll, 6-0. 

• In the matter of the continued Zoning Ordinance violation at 12722 Chestnut Street, 

which was served a Notice of Violation on March 27, 2019 that requested correction 

of the violations within thirty (30) days, with a final deadline of April 26, 2019, and 

given that the violations haven’t been corrected and no timely appeal was filed, 

Mayor Hollaway moved to direct the Zoning Administrator to levy fines against the 

owner of said property to be set at $100 per day for each day of violation starting 

immediately after thirty (30) days have elapsed from the service of an additional 

warning letter, which will include the proviso that the fines will be waived or 

rescinded provided that the violations are removed within the thirty (30) days from 

the date of service, seconded by Vice Mayor Effros. The motion was approved by 

poll, 6-0. 

 The Council further directed the Zoning Administrator to work with the Town Attorney 

to draft and serve the letter to all parties including the attorney of record, and noted for the record 

that the Town is seeking a correction of the violation, not a collection of fines, and hopes that the 

owner takes steps to rectify the violation by removing the metal carport structure. The Council 

also remarked that the concrete pad underneath the metal carport is not considered to be in 
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violation and is therefore not included in the Notice of Violation or any other Notices or letters 

requesting remedies. 

 

11. Adjournment. 

• Councilmember Poe moved to adjourn, seconded by Councilmember Hinderstein. 

The motion was approved by poll, 6-0. 

















PLANNING COMMISSION Report for April 30, 2019 

Present:  Kathy Kalinowski, Susan Yantis, Mac Arnold, Melissa Milne, Terry 

Winkowski, Michelle Stein;  absent:  Patrick Pline 

 

 

1. A Public hearing was held for the special use permit application of the Clifton 

Eatery LLC, dba Clifton Café located at 7144 Main Street, a restaurant 

business owned by Michelle Trainer, the Sole Member of the Clifton Eatery 

LLC.    As a result of the public hearing, discussion by the Planning 

Commission of the application, dated March 27, 2019, the Planning 

Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the Town Council that the 

Town Council hold a public hearing on the applicant’s special use permit, 

and further recommends approval of the special use permit, with the 

following conditions: 

 

A. That the Clifton Café, which has an ABC license, continue to operate 

as restaurant/café business. 

B. That the hours of operation are Monday-Thursday 7AM-10PM; Friday 

7AM-11PM; Saturday 8AM-11PM; Sunday 8AM-9PM, with early 

opening at 6AM on several special event occasions. 

C. That a maximum of 8 employees be on site at any one time. 

D. That the restaurant/café have a maximum of 56 seats total inside and 

outside; of which no more than 30 seats be  outside. 

E. That the parking spaces required for restaurant/cafe use are as follows:   

- pre-approved 30 seats from use permit dated May 21, 2013 which 

required 5 parking spaces, at a 6 to 1 ratio, 

- an additional 26 seats requested by the instant application, which 

require 7 parking spaces, at a 4 to 1 ratio,  

- 8 employees which require 4 parking spaces, 

F. Therefore, a total of 17 parking spaces is required.   

G. That the drawn to scale Parking Plat for the use of all the occupants of 

the Property located at 7144 Main Street, is as attached to the March 

27, 2019 application.  The only other business located at 7144 Main 

Street is Horse Hippie which previously been allocated 4 parking 

spaces. 

H.  That the 4 parking spaces abutting and accessed solely by Ford Lane 

be used only by the employees of the applicant. 

I. That the parking spaces numbered 5-21 on the plat will not as a matter 

of routine, access or exit the parking area through Ford Lane, except in 

the case of an emergency. 

J. That no outdoor music is allowed. 

K. That the entrance to parking area from Main Street be clearly 

delineated; and that no planters, signs, etc, which are used at this 

entrance be located on the sidewalk. 



L. That no additional lighting to the outside of the property used for 

restaurant/café seating or parking be added without review by the 

Planning Commission and Town approval.  

M. That ARB approval be obtained for any signs and if necessary, for the 

installation of any awnings or sails on the outdoor area. 

N. Provide adequate access to empty the dumpster. 
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Order of Business: 

1. Public Hearing on Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 2020. 
2. Public Hearing on Application for Special Use Permit for Clifton Café. 
3. Report of the Town Clerk: 

a. Approval of the Minutes (previous regular meetings and any special meetings). 
4. Report of the Treasurer. 
5. Citizen’s Remarks - Suggestions or complaints of citizens and taxpayers, and other persons 

authorized by the Mayor to address the Council. 
Each person wishing to address the Council shall, when recognized by the Mayor: 
(i) Give her name and address;  
(ii) Direct her remarks to the Council and not to other citizens present; 
(iii) Be limited to one period of not over five (5) minutes, unless granted additional time by unanimous 

consent of the Council. 
Priority shall be given to persons who have signified to the Clerk their desire to address the Council. 

6. Unfinished Business: 
 7. Reports of Special Committees. 

8. Reports of Standing Committees: 
a. Planning Commission. 

i. Application for Special Use Permit for Clifton Café. 
b. Architectural Review Board. 
c. Other Committees: 

i. Special Projects Committee – Request for Additional Work Order. 
9. New Business: 
10. Executive Session – Enforcement Matters. 
11. Adjournment. 
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